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"Nobody does defense policy better than CSBA. Their work on strategic and

budgetary topics manages to combine first-rate quality and in-depth research with

timeliness and accessibility—which is why so many professionals consider their

products indispensable." – Gideon Rose, Editor of Foreign Affairs, 2010-2021

STUDIES

No Dominant Strategy for Air Dominance: Collaborative Combat Aircraft

Employment, Basing, and Sortie Generation in a Taiwan Scenario

April 30, 2025 | Travis Sharp

In 2023, the Air Force unveiled plans to acquire a fleet of autonomous unmanned collaborative

combat aircraft (CCA) that would fly under the custody of manned aircraft pilots as loyal wingmen.

The Air Force has stressed the CCA’s broad usefulness across diverse missions, including forward

sensing, air-to-air attack, and electronic warfare. Despite this emphasis, the fact remains that

tradeoffs must be made for any aircraft to excel at a given mission. The CCA is no exception.



STUDIES

Ready Player None? An End-To-End Assessment of the Air Force Collaborative

Combat Aircraft Program

April 30, 2025 | Travis Sharp

In 2023, the Air Force unveiled plans to acquire a fleet of autonomous unmanned collaborative

combat aircraft (CCA) that would fly under the custody of manned aircraft pilots as loyal wingmen

and perform forward sensing, air-to-air attack, and electronic warfare. Moving the CCA from promise

to reality will require difficult work stretching far into the future. To succeed, the Air Force must start

with an honest accounting of what is required and where things stand.

STUDIES

Strengthening the Phalanx: Layered, Comprehensive, and Distributed Air and

Missile Defense in the Indo-Pacific

January 17, 2024 | Carl Rehberg, Herbert Kemp

One of the most critical operational challenges the United States is likely to confront in a future

conflict, particularly in the Indo-Pacific theater, is the threat of massed precision-guided air and

missile attacks on overseas ports, bases, and other vital facilities. DoD has invested significant

resources to defend against ballistic missile attacks on the United States, as well as its forward bases

and forward-operating forces. However, it cannot still defeat large numbers of ballistic missiles,

cruise missiles, and unmanned aerial systems.

STUDIES

Evaluate Like We Operate: Why DOD Should Evaluate Weapons Systems as

Networked Force Packages, Not Individual Platforms

August 15, 2023 | Travis Sharp, Tyler Hacker

Weapons do not conduct military operations in isolation from one another, and yet the U.S. defense

community devotes considerable attention each year to individual platforms. The time spent

appraising specific weapons is understandable, given the huge investments and cutthroat politics

surrounding these projects, not to mention the defense budget boiling everything down to line

items, but is misplaced in a strategic context. 



STUDIES

Beyond Precision: Maintaining America’s Strike Advantage in Great Power

Conflict

June 12, 2023 | Tyler Hacker

The United States' (U.S.) provision of weapons to Ukraine over the last year has raised critical

questions about the overall supply of Western munitions and the ability of the weapon industrial

base to meet the munitions demands of contemporary conflict. Although war in Ukraine has

focused the world’s attention on the munitions issue, a survey of previous U.S. strike operations

reveals that the U.S. has struggled to meet PGM demands in nearly every major campaign

undertaken since their adoption. Looking to the future, simply producing and procuring more PGMs

may not be enough to satisfy the requirements of a near-term great power conflict given current

fiscal, industrial, and political constraints.

STUDIES

Moving Pieces: Near-Term Changes to Pacific Air Posture

November 18, 2022 | Carl Rehberg, Josh Chang

The threat to U.S. and allied air facilities in the Indo-Pacific region is increasing. Current air force

posture is vulnerable to adversary first strike due to insufficient posture resiliency—the ability of

deployed forces to survive, operate, and regenerate under adversary attack. The recently

announced decision to replace the permanent F-15C Eagle squadrons at Kadena Air Base with a

rotational deployment only reduces the effectiveness of U.S. Indo-Pacific air forces in the event of a

conflict. Defense planning in recent years has outlined recommendations to improve the defense of

both facilities and others in the region, but these recommendations have only been partially

implemented at best.


