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From the crucible of more than a decade of continuous combat operations, Special Operations Forces

(SOF) have emerged as one of the most cost-effective “weapons systems” in the U.S. military arsenal and a

major source of strategic advantage for the nation. How can the United States capitalize on such

development and extend the SOF’s strategic advantage well into the future?

This study reviews the key elements of SOF's transformation since 9/11, outlines the key national

security challenges and relates them to the future of the SOF mission. It also offers specific

recommendations for reshaping SOF and identifies  new capabilities which require immediate

investment and prioritization in the upcoming QDR.


