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It also helps fund continual improvements to keep up with the threat, said retired Navy submariner

and strategist Cdr. Bryan Clark. “Spreading out the R&D spending over the entire program also

implies the Navy believes it will continue doing R&D throughout [Ohio Replacement Program]

construction,” Clark said. “Since the program will take about 15 years to build, it is likely new threats

and capabilities will emerge, [and] sustaining robust R&D investment throughout the program will

enable the Navy to incorporate new technologies into the ship, which could then be backfitted into

completed SSBNs.” 


