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“The combat system testing is a significant concern, since so much of it is new,” said Bryan Clark, a

retired Navy commander now with the Center for Strategic & Budgetary Assessments. “The Mk57

VLS launcher, AGS, SPY-3, and volume search radar are all unique to DDG-1000. While each system

has been tested individually to some degree, the integration testing of all these new systems is likely

to identify unforeseen problems, and subsequent delays in the ship’s first deployment.” Even once

everything is working and all systems are go aboard ship, Clark continued, the Navy will need to

build a support infrastructure on shore. That means special training programs for the crews of the

three DDG-1000s, distinct from other destroyers, he said, “because of all the DDG-1000’s unique

systems, including a different electrical system, generators, propulsion system, combat systems, and

hull equipment.” The DDG-1000 even draws a different voltage of power from other destroyers, he

said, which means it’ll compete for high-voltage pier space with big-deck amphibious assault ships

and nuclear-powered aircraft carriers.


