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The Navy needs a bigger fleet of smaller ships than envisioned in its official Force Structure

Assessment, says a congressionally-chartered study from the Center for Strategic & Budgetary

Assessments.

CSBA emphatically agrees with the Navy that the focus needs to shift from day-to-day counter-

terrorism and presence operations to deterring (and if need be, fighting) major wars. Both plans call

for a steep increase in attack submarines from 55 today to 66, along 12 nuclear-missile submarines.

But CSBA recommends distinctly different surface fleet — one with many similarities to proposals

from Senate Armed Services chairman John McCain.


