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A new naval future fleet architecture study from the Center for Strategic and Budgetary
Assessments (CSBA) suggests that the United States Navy will need to develop a dedicated air

superiority fighter to counter Russian and Chinese advances.

“Counter-air operations will require low observable manned fighters with an unrefueled combat
radius of more than 500 nm,” the CSBA report states. “These characteristics will keep refueling
aircraft out of range of enemy air defenses while enabling the fighters to reach and engage bombers

in a dynamic environment inside the enemy’s air defense envelope.”



