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While a new naval future fleet architecture study from the Center for Strategic and Budgetary
Assessments (CSBA) suggests that the U.S. Navy should maintain a fleet of 12 full-sized
supercarriers, the paper also suggests that the service should develop a new class of light carriers. In
the interim, while the new aircraft carriers are being developed, large deck amphibious assault ships

could fill the role of the smaller flattops.

“The proposed fleet architecture adds to today’s CVNs smaller conventionally powered CVLs of
40,000 to 60,000 tons that would be incorporated into ARGs [amphibious ready groups] as part of
the Deterrence Force,” the CSBA report states. “CVLs would provide power projection and sea
control capabilities at the scale needed for day-to-day operations and for SUW, strike, and CAS as
part of initial combat, freeing CVNs to focus on high-end integrated multi-carrier operations as part

of the Maneuver Force or the Northern Europe Deterrence Force.”



