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McCain praised the conclusion of both the CSBA and MITRE studies that the Navy should halt

procurement of Littoral Combat Ships and future frigates as soon as possible, and instead move

toward a more powerful small surface combatant design. McCain has been a frequent critic of the

LCS program. McCain was particularly impressed by the "comprehensiveness" of the CSBA study,

according to his statement. He said CSBA's study should be the "starting point for the new

administration's review of naval forces." President Trump campaigned on a goal of building the Navy

from its current size of about 270 ships up to 350 vessels. "It proposes necessary new strategic,

operational, basing, and force structure recommendations that deserve immediate consideration by

Navy leaders," McCain said. The CSBA study makes a host of recommendations, perhaps most

notably moving away from the Navy's current basing strategy and instead creating a forward

deployed set of "deterrence forces" to be augmented with a "maneuver force" in the event of a

crisis.


