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China’s People’s Liberation Army (PLA) is looking to up the ante on electronic warfare by mating EW

and computer networks in a whole new way to launch cyber-attacks, the Center for Strategic and

Budgetary Assessments (CSBA) says in a recently released report. “The PLA believes that EW is one

of the best ways to counter stronger military powers, CSBA notes in its report, “Reinforcing the Front

Line U.S. Defense Strategy and The Rise of China. In addition to developing a variety of dedicated EW

platforms, CSBA says, the PLA “has embraced the concept of Integrated Network Electronic Warfare

(INEW), which seeks to meld EW and computer network into a ‘hybrid capability.’” CSBA says, “INEW

promises to make network warfare relevant to areas traditionally dominated by electronic warfare

by enabling network attacks to ‘bridge the air-gap’ and enter relatively unprotected, isolated

battlefield networks.”


