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Dealing with Allies in Decline: Alliance Management and U.S. Strategy in an Era of Global Power

Shifts is the latest study by CSBA Senior Fellow Hal Brands.

In the monograph, Brands argues that although America's alliances are a source of great geopolitical

strength, the difficult reality is that shifts in global economic and military power have left many of

America's traditional allies with significantly diminished relative standing and capabilities. The

monograph assesses the key trends that have marked this decline since the early post-Cold War era

and discusses the increasingly severe strategic challenges this situation poses for American

statecraft. It concludes with a series of practical recommendations for how the United States can

manage its alliances amid ongoing changes in the global distribution of power, and how it can better

position itself to compete in a global context in which its allies' strengths-while still considerable-are

not as great as they once were.


