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“It seems clear that despite the President’s call in his Philadelphia speech in September for a repeal

of the Budget Control Act [which created the sequester] and a big buildup of the military he has not

budgeted the resources to accomplish this,” says former ambassador Eric Edelman, a member of

the National Defense Panel that recommended in 2014 a substantial buildup. “With these numbers

he won’t be able to get a 350-ship Navy, a larger Army, or most of the other things that he promised

the American people. There seems to be a disconnect between the rhetoric of ‘peace through

strength’ and doing what is necessary from a budgetary perspective to build that strength.” He

added, “Those of us who have been concerned about the declining state of the nation’s defenses will

have to rely on the Congress to make sure that the gap between America’s commitments and its

capabilities doesn’t grow greater on this President’s watch.”


