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Bryan Clark, a senior fellow at the Center for Strategic and Budgetary Assessments, attributed the

problem to a disconnect between the Office of the Secretary of Defense and OMB. "The Navy knew

there were industrial base concerns with only buying one LCS in FY-18, but was told by OSD not to

address modernization in this budget and to focus on readiness," Clark, a former Navy official, told

Inside Defense in an email. "Therefore, the Navy stayed with the shipbuilding plan that was

published in the FY-17 budget, which had one LCS in FY-18." But the decision created problems for

the Trump administration, which does not want shipyards laying off workers during a promised

naval buildup, Clark wrote. "OMB therefore told OSD and the Navy to tell Congress that DOD would

reevaluate the LCS number for FY-18 to ensure the LCS shipyards remain viable for the planned FY-

20 frigate competition," he wrote. "This was something the Navy intended to do anyway, and OSD

and OMB should have simply addressed it upfront in the budget documents and briefs."


