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“This was a very focused excursion into how we could do better with what we already have with
modest adjustments in the next few years,” said Bryan McGrath, one of the co-authors of a recent
fleet architecture study conducted by the Center for Strategic and Budgetary Assessments. “l was
grateful to see that group of smart people had looked very hard at the near-term horizon. There are
a world of things we can do in the next few years that are interesting and can have impact.” But
McGrath noted that “there’s a considerable amount of diplomacy to be done to make those things
happen,” referring to the multiple forward-basing proposals. He also brought up another issue.
“There has to be a reason why, a sense of urgency, compelling reasons to force the Navy and
Congress to make these adjustments,” McGrath observed. “But that compelling narrative has not
been created, and no one is out preaching it. | know in my heart there is one. “I think Admiral
Miller's team makes a very useful contribution that when a compelling narrative arrives that makes
these things important, they will be useful first steps, and relatively straightforward to implement.

But without that narrative it's going to be difficult to pull off.”



