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The US-based Center for Strategic and Budgetary Assessments has launched a new report revealing

the growing need for what it defines as a “fundamental reshape” of the US Navy’s surface force,

adapting new technologies, greater payloads, longer range offensive weapons and ‘distributed

lethality’ concepts to counter China’s rising capabilities.

Naval power has always played a critical role in the way great powers interact – competitions to

design the most powerful warships often characterising the great power competitions of the past. 

The decades leading up to the outbreak of the First World War saw an unprecedented competition

between the UK and German Empire, with much of the emphasis placed on Dreadnought

battleships echoing a similar, albeit smaller, naval arms race gathering steam between the US and

China.

In recent years, nations throughout the Indo-Pacific have begun a series of naval expansion and

modernisation programs with traditional aircraft carriers and large-deck, amphibious warfare ships

serving as the core of their respective shift towards greater maritime power projection.



At the end of the Second World War, the aircraft carrier emerged as the apex of naval prestige and

power projection.

Unlike their predecessor, the battleship, aircraft carriers in themselves are relatively benign actors,

relying heavily on their attached carrier air-wings and supporting escort fleets of cruisers, destroyers

and submarines to screen them from hostile action.


