
Report Release Webinar—Uncovering China’s

Influence in Europe: How Friendship Groups Coopt

European Elites

Event Date: August 4, 2020

Time:  11:00 am – 12:00 pm 

Location: Zoom Meeting: Registration Link Below

Related Experts: Toshi Yoshihara, Jack Bianchi

On Tuesday, August 4, 2020 at 11 AM, CSBA will hold a webinar discussion on the release of our new

report, Uncovering China’s Influence in Europe: How Friendship Groups Coopt European Elites, written by

Senior Fellow Toshi Yoshihara and Research Fellow Jack Bianchi.

The Chinese Communist Party (CCP) seeks to shape the external environment to its liking through

several means, ranging from coercive uses of military power to economic statecraft to influence

operations. Beijing’s global campaign to influence perceptions and policies abroad, in particular, has

drawn media attention and, increasingly, government scrutiny. In Europe, the CCP has opened a

broad political front that could have implications for the region’s long-term policies toward China

and for transatlantic relations. There is thus a growing need for policymakers on both sides of the

Atlantic to better understand the goals, strategies, and methods of the actors that promote CCP

influence in Europe.  



In this study, Senior Fellow Toshi Yoshihara and Research Fellow Jack Bianchi examine how some

European civic organizations, established ostensibly to foster ties with China, have helped to

enhance the CCP’s power. Drawing from Chinese-language sources, the report assesses how

“friendship groups” in Europe—and the coopted European political and business elites that lead

them—serve as mouthpieces and intermediaries for advancing Beijing’s domestic priorities and

foreign policy goals. Yoshihara and Bianchi conclude that European authorities and civil society are

in a good position to implement measured approaches and policies to better understand, monitor,

and push back against unwelcome aspects of Beijing’s influence campaign.

DOWNLOAD PDF

(https://csbaonline.org/uploads/documents/CSBA8225_(Uncovering_Chinas_Influence_Report)

_FINAL.pdf)

Download full “Uncovering China’s Influence in Europe: How Friendship Groups Coopt European Elites”

report.

READ FULL PUBLICATION (https://csbaonline.org/research/publications/uncovering-chinas-

influence-in-europe-how-friendship-groups-coopt-european-elites/publication/1)

Read the full publication “Uncovering China’s Influence in Europe: How Friendship Groups Coopt

European Elites” report using our online e-reader tool.

Register (https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_C8EMlf2XQZu5ZId3Nxr9rg)
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